The Logic of It!

Exercise in Using Logic

To support their opinions, persuasive speakers often draw logical inferences or conclusions from a set of factual statements.  Critical  listeners evaluate these inferences by asking themselves, “Are these statements factual?” and “Is the inference or conclusion logical in terms of the facts offered?”

One basic structure for presenting and supporting a case is a statement of opinion or appeal, followed by factual statements that support the opinion/appeal, concluded by an inference that can be drawn from the facts.  For example:


Opinion:
“I should have my own car.”


Facts:

* My parents want me to improve my marks.




* I spend over an hour on the bus everyday




     going back and forth from school.




* If I had a car, I could save 40 minutes




     every day.




* If I studied for 40 minutes extra each day,




     I would get better marks.


Inference:
“I need a car so that I can get better marks.”

Exercise:

1)  Use the model shown to state and support your opinion about an issue.  State your opinion clearly, offer three facts in support, and draw an appropriate conclusion from the facts you have offered.

2)  Be prepared to present your ideas in a short talk to the class or to a small group.  As you listen to other students, note whether each of the “facts” they present is fact or opinion, and decide whether their conclusions follow logically from the facts.
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