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Welcome to Debate.  This syllabus will give you an idea of what we will be doing in this course and how you will be graded. 


Debate is a unique course that allows you to use your skill in public speaking and research to create and win arguments.  It is not a class to sit around and argue with others.  Debate requires a great deal of time because you must support your arguments with research to prove that you are right.  While most of us enjoy winning a good argument, it is only through preparation and organization that you will truly become a good debater.

We will begin the semester with several small speaking opportunities to make sure we are all proficient public speakers.  You will then be introduced to the format of competitive debate.  With a partner, you will research a given side of a controversial topic and gather evidence that proves your side.  You will have ample time to prepare a great argument for your team before we hold the actual debates.  You will be expected to make the most of each class period so that you will succeed.  

We will attempt the following types of debate, given adequate time:  Standard Debate, Cross-Examination Debate, and Lincoln-Douglas Debate.  By the end of the semester you will find that you have improved not only in public speaking and research capabilities, but in your ability to think fast, to reason logically, and to speak convincingly.  

You will need the following supplies with you at all times for Debate:



Folder for Debate materials



Paper



Pencil/Pen



Index Cards


You will receive credit for each of your speaking opportunities.  You will also receive credit for all preparation work including bibliographies, research cards, and case plans.  You will need to keep up with your preparation so that you are able to do well (and so that your partner doesn’t want to cause you bodily harm!)  Despite the work load, it is usually fun and challenging once you get the hang of it.  Are you up for it?  Now is the time to be sure!  We will begin immediately so that we can make the most of this semester class.

