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I have developed a positive style of classroom management through my many years of teaching at three different local high schools.  No matter what the class setting, I believe one experiences far less problems in the classroom if students have a clear idea of expectations and procedures, an organized set of tasks to complete each and every class period, and a respect for everyone in the classroom.  Therefore, I have operated for many years under the following guidelines.

*  Students receive a syllabus the first day of school with an explanation of classroom procedures, materials to be covered, and goals for the year.  Any student who begins class after the first day receives the syllabus and gets all info.

* Students work bell to bell with a variety of activities.  For instance, in Public Speaking, we may begin with a review a previous activity/concept, introduce a new activity or task, work alone and collaboratively, and finally present or reflect on the activity. Using this format offers students variety for the period and gives very little time to get into trouble.

* Students are expected to come to class with books, folders with materials, writing utensils, and all homework completed.  

* Students understand that we will follow all school rules for everything, including tardies, I.D. badges, dress code, passes, etc.  I believe it is important that students see consistency among teachers in enforcing school rules.  

* If the need for discipline should arise, I first make sure the student understands what rule is being broken or what expectation is not being met.  If the student is disrupting class, I will often simply move the student to the back and ask the student to stay after the bell.  I would then talk with the student about the problem we are experiencing.  I would make the student aware that I will be contacting his or her parent to let him or her know of our discussion.  I note the call on my parent contact record.  If behavior is serious or repeated I would write the student a referral and send to the office while making a call to the office to notify appropriate principal that student is on the way.  Finally I would again contact the parent and report the referral.  Finally, for a student who has ongoing problems I make a call to ensure that his or her parent comes in for fall or spring conferences or earlier if necessary.

* Students understand that I am a very interactive teacher and will be moving around the room throughout class.  I find that this helps to alleviate problems.  I continuously reiterate the importance of learning and the importance of a solid G.P.A.  I also try to help students constantly see how the material is relevant to their own lives and future success.

